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about inhiGeo

The International Commission on the History 
of Geological Sciences (INHIGEO) was establis-
hed by the International Union of Geological 
Sciences (IUGS) in 1967, and is also affiliated 
with the International Union of the History and 
Philosophy of Sciences (IUHPS). It has 231 
members from 46 countries worldwide (data from 
late 2011, see Figure 1), from which 21 mem-
bers are representing 7 Latin American countries 
(Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Mexico and Venezuela).

INHIGEO promotes ongoing research into the 
history of the earth sciences, and achieves its ob-
jective by sponsoring a major annual symposium 
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with associated field activities. It also promotes 
publication of individual and collective works on 
the history of geology and issues a substantial an-
nual newsletter that details historical research into 
earth sciences worldwide, publicizes other perti-
nent historical activities and provides scholarly 
reviews of recent literature on the subject (see 
details in http://www.inhigeo.org).

2011 annual report, Costa riCa

There are two Costa Rican members in 
INHIGEO (Guillermo E. Alvarado and Gerardo J. 
Soto). Soto has served as Vice-President for Latin 
America since 2004 and will finish his second term 
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during the forthcoming 34th IGC in Brisbane. His 
duties have included frequent communication with 
regional members of INHIGEO, the promotion for 
new INHIGEO members in the region (especially tho-
se countries not currently represented in INHIGEO), 
and cooperation with the Board in its business, which 
has been very active throughout 2011.

Soto could not attend the INHIGEO meeting 
in Toyohashi (Japan) in August (“Visual Images 
and Geological Concepts”) because of funding 
problems, but presented an abstract on “The 
Heredia meteorite (Costa Rica, 1857), the work 
on meteorites by Ignacy Domeyko and 19th cen-
tury meteoritics in Spanish Latin America”. On 
the other hand, a paper with his authorship from 
the previous INHIGEO meeting in Spain 2010, on 
metal mining in Central America, was published 
in 2011.

Soto was invited to the Segundo Simposio 
de Historia de la Geología [Second Symposium 
on the History of Geology], organized by the 
Geological Society of Chile on 17 August in 

Santiago, but could not attend either. A short con-
tribution entitled “Una conexión geocientífica 
Chile - Costa Rica: el meteorito Heredia (1857) y 
su análisis por Ignacy Domeyko” [A geoscientific 
conection Chile-Costa Rica: the Heredia meteo-
rite (1857) and its analysis by Ignacy Domeyko], 
was presented on his behalf by Prof. Francisco 
Hervé during the meeting.

As a result of the “Simposio Geonaturalia 
Geografía e Historia Natural hacia una Historia 
Comparada, Cuarto Encuentro Internacional” 
[Symposium Geonaturalia Geography and 
Natural History to a comparative history, Fourth 
International Meeting], held in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, in July 2010, a fourth book in the 
Geonaturalia series appeared in 2011, including 
three papers related to the history of geosciences 
in Central America, authored by Costa Rican geo-
logists Soto and Giovanni Peraldo, and historians 
Flora Solano, Adolfo Quesada and Ronald Díaz.

Soto also published other paper on geological 
maps in Central America during the 19th century, 

Fig. 1: INHIGEO 2011 World Membership by regions.
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as well as a short divulgation article in the 
scientific supplement of the University of Costa 
Rica newspaper, on the history of metal mining in 
Central America.

During the year, two books authored by 
INHIGEO member Guillermo E. Alvarado, 
appeared as reimpressions of previous edi-
tions (Los volcanes de Costa Rica: Geología, 
historia, riqueza natural y su gente and Costa 
Rica, Land of Volcanoes). Both books include 
an ample chapter on the history of volcanolo-
gy in Costa Rica.

 Lucas and co-workers (including Alvarado) 
have also published a paper on the discovery of 
the first vertebrate fossils in Central America in 
1858. Despite being discussed previously by 
others, the paper provides an interesting discus-
sion on the stratigraphy of the remains and the 
history involved, as well as its importance for the 
subsequent discovery of mastodons and other ver-
tebrates in Central America.
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